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Division 59:  Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission, $1 588 000 - 
Dr S.C. Thomas, Chairman. 

Mr J.J.M. Bowler, Minister for Goldfields-Esperance. 

Ms A. Walster, Acting Chief Executive Officer. 

Mr S. Corrigan, Senior Policy Adviser to the Minister for Goldfields-Esperance. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS:  I draw the minister’s attention to the seventh dot point of the major initiatives for 2005-06 
on page 997 of the Budget Statements, which is to encourage the provision of residential and industrial land to 
meet the needs of the development of towns within the region.  I also draw the minister’s attention to the 
significant concern about land leases in Ravensthorpe.  What do the encouraging provisions in the Budget 
Statements mean?  Do they mean that LandCorp will be directed to release this much-needed land in 
Ravensthorpe for residential purposes?  Will it undergo exploration to sterilise the possible mineralised deposits 
and allow for the release of land, or will it open up non-mineralised areas?  There is a great need in the 
Ravensthorpe shire.  As the minister may know, on 18 May the President of the Shire of Ravensthorpe, Rusty 
Lee, stated in an article in the Kalgoorlie Miner that the area needs more land; otherwise, the residential work 
force assigned to the Ravensthorpe nickel project will live in either Hopetoun or Esperance, and Ravensthorpe 
will be left standing.   

[5.50 pm] 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  I am fully aware of the problems in Ravensthorpe and the release of new land.  I visited 
Ravensthorpe about four weeks ago and was taken around the town and to Hopetoun by Rusty Lee.  As the 
member alluded, the reason that the land release has been delayed is the Department of Industry and Resources’ 
claim that the area proposed for the next land release is prospective for minerals and its statement that the new 
land release should be elsewhere.  The problem is that the land near the creek system that runs on the north-west 
side of Ravensthorpe is not suitable.  Some blocks have been released.  It will be even more expensive to 
develop land on the other side of that creek system.  I have recently contacted the responsible minister, the 
Minister for State Development, and asked him to determine whether that area will be drilled and sterilised.  We 
need an answer once and for all so that the land release on the north-east side of Ravensthorpe can proceed, 
particularly because, as I understand it, in the early part of the century the land was used for housing.  It seems a 
bit ludicrous.   

Dr G.G. JACOBS:  Will the minister seek to expedite the process?  The project will come on line in 2007 and 
Ravensthorpe will be left standing.  Because of the land release issues, I would like the Department of Industry 
and Resources to get on with its drilling.   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  I am sure that everyone would like that.  However, the fact of the matter is that drilling 
programs cannot be carried out at the snap of someone’s fingers.  Further, we do not want to sterilise what may 
be a prospective mine.  In Ravensthorpe, as the member would be aware, there is the Ravensthorpe nickel 
project.  Also, a couple of old mines have been reopened.  New areas are being found close to Ravensthorpe.  It 
would be a travesty to find that we have built houses on land that has the potential to be a new mine.  We have to 
sterilise that area.  It is not in this budget to do that.  It is not a project for the Goldfields-Esperance Development 
Commission, although it could play a role in facilitating communication between the departments.   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  The minister would be aware that the Kalgoorlie-Boulder development fund is worth about 
$250 000 a year to projects specific to Kalgoorlie-Boulder.  I refer to page 1003 of the Budget Statements.  I 
notice that in 2005-06, only $187 000 has been allocated to the Kalgoorlie-Boulder development fund.  Firstly, 
will the minister explain why that figure is not $250 000; secondly, by way of supplementary information, will 
the minister provide a list of all the proposals for the goldfields area that sought funding from that fund and the 
regional development fund but were rejected?   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  The Kalgoorlie-Boulder development fund has not been funded over the next four years.  
The $187 000 is leftover funds that have been allocated but not expended.   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  Is the minister saying that he has cancelled the Kalgoorlie-Boulder development fund?   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  That is right.   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  The minister must be joking.   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  As the previous member for Eyre, I did a wonderful job in obtaining that funding in the 
first place.  Everyone else in country Western Australia became very jealous and wanted their own development 
funds.  Because they could not have those development funds, we had to miss out on ours.   
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Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  I would have thought that now that the local member is the minister, that money would be 
assured.   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  What about Merredin, Northam, Albany, Geraldton and Bunbury?  Funding for the 
Kalgoorlie-Boulder development fund has been discontinued.  The $187 000 represents leftover funds that have 
not been spent.   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  Will the minister provide by way of supplementary information a list of all the funding 
proposals put to government through either the Kalgoorlie-Boulder development fund and/or the regional 
development fund which were goldfields specific and which were rejected for this year?  I am not sure whether 
funding for specific projects has been allocated for 2005-06.   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  I will provide the Leader of the Opposition with a list of all funds allocated to projects 
during the past four years and the projects to which the $187 000 has been allocated.  I will not provide a list of 
the applications that were unsuccessful.  As I said when answering a previous question, that could cause 
embarrassment to the individuals or organisations involved.  I will provide a list of the projects and funding that 
were successful.  

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  I am not interested in the ones that were funded.  I am interested in the applications that 
were not funded.   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  I will not provide a list of funding applications that were unsuccessful.  However, I will 
provide the Leader of the Opposition with a list of successful applications.   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  Does the minister realise that I can get them through freedom of information?   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  If the member wants to embarrass people for political gain, he can go ahead and do that.   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  It is the government and not the people who submitted the applications who will be 
embarrassed.   

The CHAIRMAN:  Is the Leader of the Opposition still seeking supplementary information?   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  That request was roundly rejected by the minister.  

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  It was not roundly rejected.  I said that I would provide a list of the successful 
applicants.  However, for obvious reasons, I will not provide a list of unsuccessful applicants.   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  Is it because the government does not want to be embarrassed?   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  The $1 million has been allocated.  Does the Leader of the Opposition want it allocated 
twice?   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  I refer to the first dot point on page 991 of the Budget Statements, which deals with the 
provision of transport infrastructure throughout the region.  The minister would be aware of the ongoing issue 
relating to the Wiluna North Road.  Will the minister outline the government’s preferred route?  Is it through 
Neds Creek, Wiluna or somewhere else?  When can we expect to see that money in the budget?  The total 
amount is between $60 million and $70 million.   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  The Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission is not in the business of building 
roads.  However, I will answer the question.  The government has funded the first lot of bitumen construction 
between Wiluna and Meekatharra, after the previous government promised it for the eight years of its reign.  The 
$5.5 million will be spent constructing 20 kilometres of the easiest-to-bituminise section immediately west of 
Wiluna heading to the Magellan lead mine. The remainder of that will be ongoing.  It is not a line item in the 
budget.  Perhaps the member should question the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  The preferred route for the government is Wiluna to Meekatharra; is that correct?  

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  It is my preferred route.  I do not know whether the government has made a decision.  
At the Magellan mine site turn-off at Wiluna, one route turns immediately north to the Great Northern Highway 
and another route continues on to Meekatharra.  Because of the traffic between Wiluna and Meekatharra, and a 
half of century of promises after the then Liberal government pulled up the railway line, my preference at this 
stage is to go from Wiluna to Meekatharra.  I have told people in Meekatharra that, and that is what I stand by.  
However, it is not my portfolio.  I suggest that the member ask the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure what 
is her preferred route.   

The appropriation was recommended.   
 


